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Combine Hardlight Deployment (CHD)
"Aeqgis" Barrier Systems

The CHD "Aegis" Barrier System is the Combine's standardized deployment of hardlight-
based containment fields used in urban occupation environments. Leveraging advanced
photon interactivity modulation and carbon-fusion lattice support, the Aegis system
enables fast-deployable, semi-permeable energy barriers for urban suppression, corridor denial,
and perimeter lockdown operations.

Unlike traditional ballistic barricades or pre-war mechanical gate systems, CHD barriers are

modular, impervious to small-arms fire, and capable of on-demand deployment, making
them ideal for Combine pacification protocols and transit restriction mandates.

Technology Overview
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CHD barriers are composed of photonic constructs projected from paired emitter pylons,

arranged opposite each other at designated field nodes. These pylons generate a stabilized
hardlight lattice by:

1. Amplifying photon binding through a resonance field, increasing the interactivity
between photons beyond naturally occurring limits.

2. Drawing ambient carbon molecules from the surrounding atmosphere, especially from
degraded industrial zones and airborne particulates.

3. Fusing the carbon into the photon lattice via microscale plasma bonding, resulting in

a semi-permanent carbon fiber matrix that gives the barrier physical resistance and
form.

This hybrid light-carbon mesh exhibits strength comparable to pre-war military-grade composite

armor plating while maintaining the inertia-deflecting, massless properties of light-based
constructs.

Field Generator Configuration

Each CHD unit consists of:

e Dual Phase Emitters (Model: Vx-2F): Opposed pylons capable of synchronized lattice
projection.

e Power Core (Type-4 Xen Reactor Node): Supplies a constant field charge; protected
from tampering by proximity shielding.

e Modulation Core: Determines field behavior, including:
o Permeability (e.g., blocking humans, allowing Combine-encoded IFF signals)
o Field polarity (directional collapse on command)
o Decay protocol (emergency shutdown via administrator override)

Applications in Urban Environments

e Checkpoint Control: Used to partition City sectors, enforce curfews, and create
compliance choke points.

e Containment & Quarantine: Rapidly deployed in response to rebellion hotspots or
biohazard contamination events.

e Crowd Management: When integrated with Civil Protection formations, Aegis Barriers
provide active suppression zones and dispersal corridors.

o Automated Integration: Compatible with Scanner and APC IFF systems, allowing
dynamic barrier behavior based on personnel access hierarchies.



Operational Notes

e Field visibility is deliberately translucent, often glowing in blue or yellow hues to induce
psychological compliance in Citizens.

e Barrier duration is indefinite when powered but will fail immediately if both pylons are
disabled or separated beyond the link limit (~12m).

e Touching the barrier while "red" with unprotected flesh results in:
o First-degree burns
o Temporary nervous system disruption
o Short-term amnesia or neurodesync (in rare, prolonged exposures)

Footnotes

¢4 Unauthorized access to barrier pylon cores will result in detainment and
corrective Re-Education.
Pylons emit detectable radiation; prolonged exposure without Combine-issued
shielding is prohibited.
Citizens are advised: “Do not touch the barrier. Comply and proceed.”




Manhack

Combine Aerial Surveillance and
Enforcement Drone

In the early years of Earth’s occupation, the Combine sought efficient ways to enforce order
without committing large numbers of human assets to routine patrols. Ground forces were
valuable, costly, and slow to respond across sprawling urban districts and fractured Outlands. From
necessity came innovation: a small, airborne synth designed for surveillance, interdiction, and
rapid response. This craft would become known among citizens as the Manhack or referred to as
Viscerator by the Overwatch Voice.

Manhacks are compact aerial drones deployed from ground units, patrol vehicles, or regional
depots. They are clad in segmented steel plating, their sharp, spinning rotary blades reflecting
ambient light like the teeth of some predatory relic. Their design is simple yet terrifying in its
purpose: they see all, pursue without hesitation, and strike without mercy.

Manhacks are not autonomous in the sense of independent decision-making. Instead, they operate
as remote enforcers of the Combine’s will, tied into the Central Directive Network through
Dispatch Al and its layered command hierarchy.

Behavior and Functionality
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Manhacks patrol assigned corridors and airspace, sweeping for

anti-citizen activity, hostile signatures, or unauthorized movement. They hover with mechanical
precision, powered by low-frequency energy cells that drive their counter-rotating blades and
sensor arrays. When a target is detected—whether through thermal signatures, motion anomalies,
or Dispatch Al cueing—the Manhack pivots with mechanical intent and pursues relentlessly.

Their offensive capability is deceptively simple: spinning disc blades designed to shred soft tissue
and light armor alike. They strike swiftly and without hesitation, often cutting down resistance
elements before ground units arrive. To the Combine, Manhacks are efficient tools of suppression;
to the population, they are airborne huntsmen, ever vigilant and impossible to ignore.

Deployment and Integration

Manhacks are typically deployed in groups, their coordination overseen by Dispatch Al. Packs of
eight or more may sweep an area during heightened alerts, responding to flare signals from City
Scanners, local patrols, or broadcasted directives. In more volatile sectors such as industrial ruins,
unregulated districts, and Outland routes, they are used as forward observers, softening
resistance, staggering insurgent forces, and relaying live data back into the intelligence network.

Psychological Impact

The psychological imprint of a Manhack is deliberate. Their whirring blades and unwavering pursuit
evoke anxiety and urgency among civilians and insurgents alike. The Combine exploits this fear.
Every Sweep Alert, every overhead buzz, reinforces compliance by reminding observers that the
occupation watches not only from the skies but through them.
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Sterilizers

Automated Combine Defensive Turret

The Sterilizer is the Combine’s answer to unattended resistance strongpoints, perimeter breaches,
and unpredictable civilian gatherings. Deployed across relocation zones, sector checkpoints, and
strategic chokepoints, it exists to enforce compliance without the constant presence of human
enforcers. Unblinking, unfeeling, and relentless, the Sterilizer represents a cold logic: any entity
classified as “threat” must be neutralized.

Unlike its airborne counterparts, the Sterilizer does not seek. It guards. It does not patrol. It
secures. It stands at thresholds- along alleys, at destroyed transit junctions, outside collapsed
industrial complexes- waiting for motion, heat, or unauthorized patterns to cross its sensors.

Designh and Mechanism

The Sterilizer is constructed from a heavy metal chassis mounted on stabilizing legs or a fixed

base. Its main armament is a rapid-fire pulse cannon, capable of directing sustained energy
bursts at hostile targets. Sensors mounted around the unit feed thermal, motion, and biometric
signatures into integrated targeting systems. When an unauthorized life signature or resistance
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signature is detected, targeting locks, and the Sterilizer discharges with clinical accuracy.

Functionality and Deployment

Sterilizers are typically positioned to cover:

e Perimeter Lines: Around relocation sectors, fortified Civil Protection posts, and critical
infrastructure points.

e Checkpoints: At passageways where citizen movement requires monitoring and control.

e Frontline Buffer Zones: Near Outlands access routes or pathways prone to insurgent
movement.

When a disturbance crosses assigned parameters, the Sterilizer activates instantly. Targeting

arrays engage, pulse cannons track, and energy bursts begin. Resistance fighters often learn too
late that the Sterilizer does not hesitate, does not falter, and does not recognize pleas or surrender.

Psychological Purpose

The presence of a Sterilizer is a message: territory is watched, lines are drawn, and no one is
beyond the Combine’s reach. For citizens, its mechanical posture reinforces compliance; for
insurgents, its firezone culminates fear into action.

Where Manhacks hunt, Sterilizers anchor.



Headcrab Shell

Where the Combine’s technology intersects with the untamable wilds of Earth’s fauna, there
emerges something neither wholly machine nor purely organic: the Headcrab Shell. These
hulking constructs are not products of Combine design doctrine, nor are they born of Earth’s
original ecosystems. They are the result of adaptation- a fusion of alien influence and terrestrial
menace that the Combine loves to do.

During the early years of occupation, the Combine encountered pervasive infestations of
headcrabs in derelict corridors, collapsed infrastructure tunnels, and quarantine breaches. Simple
resistance engagement proved costly as swarms overwhelmed enforcement lines and disrupted
stability initiatives. When conventional suppression failed, the Combine responded not by
eradicating the threat outright, but by weaponizing it.

The Headcrab Shell is the outcome.



Design and Origin

The Shell appears as a massive, armored exoskeleton woven around a hive of headcrabs. Its form
is grotesque yet functional: thick, composite plating fused with sinew, organic chitin, and volatile
neural clusters. A shell’s bulk resembles a squat behemoth. Within its armored carapace,
headcrabs scuttle, coordinate, and provoke; driven not by instinct alone, but by bio-engineered
triggers derived from Combine experimentation.

Where traditional headcrabs are pests, the shell-borne variants are siege beasts, bred to break
lines and fracture defense protocols.

Behaviors

The Headcrab Shell does not hunt with finesse- it overwhelms. Its thick plates shrug off small
arms fire as if caressed by mere wind. From beneath its shell, coordinated swarms of headcrabs
erupt in sudden bursts, tearing at flesh and armor alike. Unlike ordinary infestation clusters, these
constructs exhibit patterned aggression, responding to sound, movement, and threat signatures
with lethal coordination.

Function and Deployment

The Combine treats Headcrab Shells as containment countermeasures rather than assets. They
emerge where infestation stabilization fails or where resistance movements have exploited
headcrab populations to create chaotic battlefields. In Outlands corridors and quarantine rim zones,
they appear without warning, crushing patrol points and diverting enforcement resources.

In rare instances, shellings are deployed in slums within City and District limits- usually as a
punishment for rising anti-civil movements.

When a Shell is sighted, standard protocol is withdrawal and recalibration. Civil Protection and OPA
personnel are instructed not to engage without heavy suppression support. Infantry are advised to
focus on mobility and coordinated fire to avoid encirclement.
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Psychological and Operational Impact

Headcrab Shells serve both tactical and symbolic roles. They remind all who encounter them that
occupation does not guarantee safety from the wild forces that predate it. They blur the line
between engineered order and primordial chaos.

For occupied populations, rumors of Shell sightings spread faster than the creatures themselves,
fostering dread, uncertainty, and compliance. For resistance groups, the Shell is a hazard and a
testament to the Combine’s capacity to harness Earth’s nightmares as tools of suppression.

In the war for Earth’s surface, these constructs are neither ally nor traditional enemy. They are the
wild cards: unpredictable, brutal, and terrifyingly efficient at turning any battlefield into a crucible
of survival.



