France Between the Black
Mesa Incident and the Seven
Hour War

Initial Context: Between National
Sovereignty and European
Coordination

When the Black Mesa incident tore through Earth's dimensional fabric in May 2001, France found
itself in a paradoxical position. On one hand, it possessed one of Europe's most sophisticated
armies with 260,000 active military personnel, an independent nuclear strike force, and a network
of military infrastructures. On the other hand, the multiplication of portal storms and the rapid
collapse of NATO and European Union structures forced it to accept supranational coordination that
it had always jealously avoided.

Reluctant Integration into the
ECDA

During the formation of the Oslo Defense Council at the end of May 2001, France played a
characteristic double game. President Jacques Chirac, confronted with massive Xenian incursions in
the eastern part of the country and the collapse of Lyon under extraterrestrial pressure, formally
accepted French membership in the European Continental Defense Army (ECDA). However, he
secretly maintained exclusive control of the French nuclear deterrent force, refusing to transmit
launch codes to General Hagglund.



This decision, which would only be discovered in September 2001 during the purge of nationalist
generals, created permanent tension between Paris and Oslo. General Bertrand Ract-Madoux,
commander of French ground forces and rising figure of the ECDA staff, embodied this French
resistance to excessive centralization. His confrontation with Hadgglund would culminate during the
Prague Crisis in October 2001.

Article 16 and Preparation for
Sovereignty Transfer

Faced with multiplying incursions, President Chirac activated Article 16 of the Constitution on May
28, 2001, granting him exceptional powers. What was presented as a temporary measure quickly
became a tool to facilitate the progressive integration of French administration into the ECDA
structure. The territory was initially reorganized according to the defense and security zones
system, but this national structure would rapidly be absorbed by the European Secured Population
Zones (SPZ) system.

The Battle of Lyon and First Losses
(June 2001)

Lyon was the first major test of French capacity to resist Xenian incursions. In June 2001, a massive
wave of creatures emerged from multiple rifts in the Rhéne valley, threatening to engulf France's
second metropolis. General Ract-Madoux, commanding the defense operation, coordinated a
combined Franco-German force under ECDA aegis.

The battle raged for four days. While ground forces finally managed to repel the incursion, the cost
was catastrophic: nearly 40% of Lyon's population perished in the fighting, approximately 500,000
people. The city itself was so contaminated by Xenian spores that it had to be evacuated and
declared XMZ-12 "Purple Valley" in August 2001.

This pyrrhic victory was nevertheless celebrated by ECDA propaganda as proof that European unity
could triumph. General Hagglund personally decorated Ract-Madoux, still unaware that the latter
would soon become his main opponent.



The Prague Crisis and French
Purge (October 2001)

The Prague Crisis of October 2001 marked a turning point in relations between France and the
ECDA. When the Czech capital, encircled by Xenian incursions, requested urgent reinforcements,
Hagglund ordered a major rescue operation mobilizing German, Polish, and Austrian units.

Ract-Madoux, supported by a faction of the French staff, categorically refused to engage French
divisions in what he considered a suicidal operation. He argued that these resources should be
preserved to defend Paris and vital French zones. This insubordination, tacitly approved by Chirac
who feared losing his best troops, contributed to the operation's failure. Prague fell, and 15,000
ECDA soldiers perished in the debacle.

Hagglund seized this opportunity to consolidate his power. Accusing Ract-Madoux and the "French
nationalists" of having sabotaged the operation, he demanded and obtained the French general's
resignation. Ract-Madoux was "promoted" to an administrative post in Reykjavik - a golden exile
but effective removal from operational command. More importantly, this purge allowed Hagglund
to impose a complete reorganization of French military administration, replacing national
structures with the SPZ system directly controlled by the ECDA.

The Erosion of French
Administration (Autumn 2001 -
Spring 2002)

Progressive Transfer of Powers

Following the October 2001 purge, the French administration underwent radical transformation.
The traditional system of prefectures and defense zones was progressively dismantled in favor of a
centralized structure around Secured Population Zones (SPZ) controlled by the ECDA.

General Michel Mercier, named new commander of French forces after Ract-Madoux's disgrace,
was a more malleable man, favorable to complete integration into the ECDA. Under his supervision,
zone prefects were replaced by SPZ Commanders appointed directly by Oslo, often officers of other
European nationalities.



Paris, Lyon (before its fall), Marseille, Bordeaux, Strasbourg, and Rennes became the centers of
these SPZs, each administered according to ECDA standardized protocols. French republican
institutions - local assemblies, civil services, national police - were progressively subordinated to
European military authority.

Bureaucratic Resistance and Repression

This transformation did not occur without resistance. French civil servants, attached to republican
structures, attempted to maintain traditional administrative procedures. But faced with the urgency
of the Xenian crisis and pressure from Oslo, these attempts were systematically crushed. In January
2002, the French Council of State attempted to contest the legality of the sovereignty transfer, but
was purely and simply dissolved by presidential decree under pressure from Hagglund.

Chirac himself, initially reluctant to this absorption, was progressively marginalized. By March
2002, he was nothing more than a figurehead, mechanically signing decrees written by the ECDA
staff. French sovereignty had become a legal fiction, maintained for propaganda reasons but
emptied of all real substance.

Brittany: Ephemeral Sanctuary
(May 2001 - July 2002)

Providential Geography

While eastern and southeastern France collapsed under Xenian assaults, Brittany emerged as an
unlikely sanctuary. Its peninsular position, surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean on three sides,
created a natural barrier against rifts that propagate mainly by land. The Armorican massif, ancient
geological base, seemed to exercise unexplained resistance to dimensional disturbances.

General Philippe de Saintignon, initially OGZDS of the Western Zone based in Rennes, was
maintained in his position but under direct authority of ECDA command. He quickly established a
defensive perimeter using existing military infrastructures: the Brest arsenal, the nuclear
submarine base of ile Longue, the military ports of Lorient and Saint-Nazaire.

Massive Influx of Refugees

From July 2001, Brittany became the main refuge for populations fleeing the catastrophe. The first
waves included nearly 200,000 Americans evacuated via Atlantic ports after the collapse of the
American East Coast. Then came the Europeans: Germans fleeing the Bavaria and Saxony XMZs,



Italians escaping the collapse of northern Italy, eastern French abandoning lost Alsace-Lorraine.

The Rennes-Brittany SPZ, under direct ECDA control, organized reception according to European
standardized protocols. Refugee camps were established in rural communes, managed by ECDA
multinational teams rather than traditional French local authorities.

By spring 2002, the population of historic Brittany had grown from 4.7 million to more than 8
million inhabitants, creating growing tensions. The Bretons, attached to their strong regional
identity, watched with bitterness as their land was transformed into a refugee camp under foreign
administration.

Insidious Contamination (June-july
2002)

First Signs

On June 15, 2002, an ECDA scientific team detected the first signs of Xenian contamination near
Quimper. Unlike the explosive manifestations observed elsewhere, Breton contamination presented
an insidious character: sporadic micro-rifts, discrete biological mutations of local fauna, subtle
alterations of the coastal ecosystem.

The analysis suggested slow but inexorable propagation, probably favored by the exceptional
population concentration and traces of residual contamination transported by refugees from
infected zones. What had protected Brittany - its relative isolation - now became a trap: the
peninsula was transforming into a zone of contamination concentration and ampilification.

Rapid Escalation

In July 2002, the situation deteriorated catastrophically. Xenian creatures began appearing in rural
areas. The first cases of zombification were confirmed in refugee camps. The marine ecosystem
showed alarming signs of alteration, with the appearance of hybrid forms in coastal waters -
potentially threatening to contaminate the entire North Atlantic.

General de Saintignon, in coordination with ECDA scientists, assessed that contamination could
become irreversible within 3 to 6 months, transforming Brittany into a corruption zone comparable
to the lost territories of Central Europe. Worse still, contamination could spread eastward,
threatening Paris and the last safe zones of France and Europe.



The Massacre of Brittany:
Operation Celtic Pyre (August 15-
17, 2002)

The Decision of the Oslo Council

On August 15, 2002, the Oslo Defense Council, under Hagglund's direction, made the decision that
would haunt European conscience: Operation Celtic Pyre. This time, Chirac was not even consulted
- he was simply informed of the decision and received orders to provide necessary air assets.

This decision was based on several factors:

o Existential threat: Breton contamination risked extending to all of Western Europe

o Established precedent: Lyon's sacrifice had demonstrated ECDA's willingness to use
extreme means

e Power centralization: ECDA now had authority to make such decisions without
consulting national governments

e Scorched earth doctrine: faced with an extraterrestrial threat, traditional humanitarian
considerations were deemed secondary

General de Saintignon, charged with execution, protested but received direct orders from Hagglund
to proceed. The man who had transformed Brittany into a sanctuary would now have to destroy it.

Operation Execution

The operation mobilized massive air assets:

48 Mirage 2000D and Jaguar equipped with napalm incendiary charges
12 Super Etendard based at Landivisiau

Logistical support from Lorient and Lann-Bihoué bases

Coordination by ECDA rather than traditional French command

The evacuation order was only given 18 hours before strikes, creating indescribable chaos. Eastern
roads were overwhelmed, ports saturated. Of the 8 million people present in Brittany, only 3.2
million could be evacuated to neighboring SPZs.

The napalm bombings, conducted from August 16-17, 2002, systematically targeted:



Areas of highest contamination (Quimper, Douarnenez, southern Finistere)
Refugee camps showing signs of infestation

Identified propagation corridors

Coastal areas affected by marine mutation

The Tragic Toll

The official toll, long classified, reported 2.3 million civilian victims:

e 1.8 million refugees (Americans, Europeans, French from other regions)
e 500,000 native Bretons

Entire cities - Quimper, Brest, Lorient, Vannes - were reduced to ash. Xenian contamination was

effectively stopped, but at the cost of genocide whose responsibility now clearly fell to the ECDA
and its supranational military logic.

Reorganized France: SPZ System
and ECDA Administration

Dissolution of National Structures

After the Massacre of Brittany, any pretension to maintain autonomous French administration was
abandoned. The territory was officially reorganized according to the Secured Population Zones
(SPZ) system under direct ECDA control, completed by classification into four contamination levels.

The main French SPZs became:

SPZ Paris (Commander: German Colonel Hans Weber) - 12 million inhabitants

SPZ Marseille (Commander: Spanish Colonel Miguel Santana) - 3 million inhabitants
SPZ Bordeaux (Commander: Dutch Major Jan Vermeer) - 2.5 million inhabitants

SPZ Toulouse (Commander: Belgian Major Francois Dubois) - 2 million inhabitants

e SPZ Strasbourg (border zone, Franco-German mixed command) - 1.5 million inhabitants

Each SPZ functioned according to ECDA standardized protocols:

Centralized resource rationing

Multinational patrols

Constant contamination monitoring

Mandatory civilian mobilization for defense work



The Four Contamination Zones

French territory was simultaneously divided according to Xenian threat level:

Green Zones - Under complete SPZ control

Parisian basin, southwest, parts of center

Direct administration by SPZ commanders
Population under strict military control
Agricultural and industrial production maintained

Orange Zones - Low to moderate contamination

SPZ peripheries, rural zones

Regular ECDA patrols

Reduced civilian population, under constant surveillance
Weekly "purification" operations

Red Zones - Heavy contamination

Former Alsace-Lorraine, PACA, Alpine zones
Complete civilian evacuation

Intermittent military control

XMZ-12 "Purple Valley" (Lyon) at center

Black Zones (10% of territory) - Lost zones

Post-bombing Brittany

Critical contamination pockets
Strictly forbidden access

Drone and satellite surveillance

Resistance, Survival and Terrorism

Autonomous Survival Organizations

In Red Zones and at the periphery of Black Zones, survival communities emerged, composed of
civilians abandoned during chaotic evacuations. These groups, unlike organized resistance
structures, focused solely on daily survival:

e Alpine colonies: established in mountains, exploiting caves and high-altitude refuges
e Forest communities: hidden in forests of the Massif Central and Vosges



e Urban survivors: occupying ruins of abandoned cities like Lyon or Strasbourg

These organizations developed valuable anti-Xen camouflage techniques: use of herbs masking
human scent, construction of underground shelters, techniques for hunting Xenian creatures for
food. They avoided all contact with ECDA authorities, fearing either being "rescued" (and forced
into overcrowded SPZs) or eliminated as potential contamination vectors.

The Brittany Liberation Front (BLF)

Among the 3.2 million evacuated Bretons, a radical group quickly emerged, the Brittany Liberation
Front, nicknamed BLF to distinguish it from pre-crisis independence movements.

Led by former Breton military personnel like Colonel Yann Kervella (who had lost his entire family in
the bombings), the BLF launched a terrorist campaign against SPZs starting in November 2002:

Notable attacks:

o December 2002: explosion at ECDA headquarters in Paris
e February 2003: sabotage of food reserves at Bordeaux SPZ
e May 2003: suicide attack against German patrol in Rennes

The BLF justified its actions as legitimate vengeance against Breton genocide. Its members,
infiltrated among refugee populations in SPZs, conducted urban guerrilla operations particularly
difficult to counter. Their slogan, "Breizh atao" (Brittany forever), became a rallying cry for all those
who contested ECDA authority.

The French Resistance

Parallel to Breton terrorism, a French resistance organized, composed mainly of former officers
purged or forcibly retired during the ECDA takeover.

The Movement for the Restoration of the French Republic (MRFR), clandestinely led by General
Ract-Madoux from his Icelandic exile, grouped:

e Former French generals and colonels sidelined by Hagglund

e Republican civil servants hostile to European occupation

e Nationalist politicians considering ECDA a betrayal of French sovereignty
e Intellectuals denouncing the "cosmopolitan military dictatorship"

The MRFR generally avoided terrorist attacks, concentrating on:

e Passive sabotage: slowing production in ECDA-controlled factories



o Clandestine propaganda: distributing leaflets calling for resistance against "European
occupation"

o Exfiltration network: helping French wanting to escape SPZs to join autonomous zones

e Uprising preparation: accumulating weapons for future national liberation

In January 2003, the MRFR attempted an uprising in Marseille, encouraging the local French
garrison to turn against their ECDA commanders. The revolt was crushed in 48 hours by German
and Spanish units. More than 300 French officers were executed, and Ract-Madoux, implicated
from Iceland, was arrested and imprisoned in a Norwegian base.

This brutal repression pushed certain MRFR elements toward total clandestinity.

Yellowstone and the Endless
Winter: France on the Brink
(August 2002 - 2004)

On August 20, 2002, while Brittany's ashes still smoldered, French seismic stations detected the
unthinkable: Yellowstone's collapse. Satellite images received at ECDA-Paris showed the American
supervolcano collapsing upon itself in a cataclysmic explosion triggered by an F7 Portal Storm
dubbed "Kaboom." German Colonel Hans Weber, commander of SPZ Paris, urgently convened still-
active CNRS French scientists to assess the impact on Europe. Their verdict was categorical: an
artificial ice age was inevitable, lasting a minimum of two years.

By September 2002, French skies began to darken. Billions of tons of volcanic aerosols propelled
into the stratosphere formed a permanent grayish veil that reduced sunlight by 60%. Temperatures
plummeted brutally: Paris, usually temperate, experienced its first frost in October, with
temperatures dropping to -15°C by November. The south, traditionally spared from winter rigors,
saw Marseille and Toulouse paralyzed under snow and ice. Bordeaux's vineyards, Beauce's wheat
fields, Languedoc's orchards everything perished within weeks under the combined assaults of cold
and perpetual darkness.

The ECDA declared maximum climate emergency status. Colonel Weber launched Operation
"Winter Refuge" in SPZ Paris, requisitioning all public buildings to transform them into collective
thermal shelters. The Parisian metro became a network of underground refuges where thousands
of civilians crammed together to escape the mortal cold. The few still-operational nuclear power
plants were placed under absolute military protection they now represented the only reliable
energy source to maintain SPZ heating. Coal, now as precious as gold, was rationed draconically.
Each household received only 10 kg per week, insufficient for decent heating.



Agriculture collapsed totally. Makeshift greenhouses established after Black Mesa couldn't
compensate for the absence of sunlight. SPZ Bordeaux, which had managed to maintain symbolic
wine production, saw its last vines die from cold. The ECDA imposed food rationing of
unprecedented severity: 1200 calories per day per person, composed mainly of military rations and
emergency stocks. Food reserves, already depleted by the influx of Breton refugees after August's
massacre, melted away. In Paris, hunger riots erupted in December 2002, brutally repressed by
ECDA patrols composed of German and Spanish soldiers. More than 800 civilians were killed in
these clashes a figure never officially acknowledged.

Cold killed more than Xen incursions. Unofficial estimates speak of 2 million deaths in France
between autumn 2002 and spring 2004: hypothermia, malnutrition, opportunistic diseases in
weakened populations. SPZs transformed into organized death camps. In Marseille, Spanish Colonel
Miguel Santana ordered the creation of "triage zones" where patients judged "non-viable" were
abandoned in unheated buildings to conserve resources. The French medical system, once a
national jewel, no longer existed only ECDA military nurses provided emergency care.

The Brittany Liberation Front cynically exploited this catastrophe. Accusing the ECDA of having
"attracted Yellowstone's curse" through Brittany's massacre, Colonel Yann Kervella intensified
terrorist attacks. In January 2003, the BLF sabotaged three coal convoys destined for Paris, causing
the deaths of several thousand civilians from cold exposure. In response, Weber ordered blind
reprisals against Breton communities in SPZs, creating a cycle of violence that only worsened the
situation.

The French Resistance, clandestinely led by General Ract-Madoux from his Icelandic exile,
attempted a different approach. The MRFR organized clandestine solidarity networks, discreetly
diverting ECDA rations toward the most vulnerable populations. But in January 2003, the failure of
the Marseille insurrection and Ract-Madoux's arrest ended these efforts. The subsequent
repression 300 executed French officers definitively broke all organized resistance.

The volcanic winter also revealed a troubling phenomenon: Xen creatures also seemed affected by
extreme cold. In peripheral contaminated zones, ECDA patrols discovered frozen specimens,
unable to adapt to prolonged negative temperatures. Paradoxically, this offered brief respite to
French SPZs. The number of incursions dropped by 40% during winter 2002-2003. Some scientists
hypothesized that Yellowstone had involuntarily created a "climate defense" against Xen fauna. But
this respite had a price: the deaths of millions of humans.

By spring 2004, when the ash veil finally began to dissipate and temperatures slowly rose, France
was only a shadow of itself. Of the 58 million inhabitants in 2001, probably only 35 million
remained. Paris, Marseille, Bordeaux, Toulouse the major SPZs had survived, certainly, but
transformed into giant refugee camps under foreign military administration. Brittany was only
radioactive ashes. Alsace-Lorraine, lost. Lyon, dead. And in the frozen streets of surviving cities, no
one spoke anymore of French sovereignty, the Republic, or resistance. They only spoke of surviving
one more day.
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