
In the wake of the Black Mesa Incident and the cataclysmic explosion that followed, internal U.S. 
military channels were swift to pronounce the young scientist, Dr. Gordon Freeman, as dead. His
last known location—deep within the Lambda Complex—was obliterated in the blast. Yet one
curious detail lingered: the file on Freeman remained open. Investigative branches within the
Department of Defense, and later a classified joint intelligence task force, attempted to piece
together how a lone theoretical physicist had survived a full-scale military lockdown, maneuvered
through an alien invasion, and ultimately vanished without a trace. Some internal theorists
speculated he had transported himself to the same dimension the invaders had emerged from—
Xen—but the leads ran cold, buried beneath bureaucracy and classified silence.

The world, meanwhile, had little time to dwell on missing scientists or theoretical portals. What
followed was worse.

The rupture at Black Mesa had permanently scarred the dimensional fabric of Earth. Portal
Storms, once chaotic but brief, began sweeping across the globe in unpredictable patterns. But
unlike the chaotic rift-driven activity during the Black Mesa crisis, these storms were stranger—
larger, more violent, and inexplicably strategic. Global leaders and scientific communities 
scrambled for answers, but none came. Instead, the world faced something far more terrifying: the
full emergence of Xenian lifeforms onto Earth’s surface.

But something was wrong. Initial xenofauna sightings revealed bizarre behavior. Creatures that had
previously appeared to act in coordination now seemed fragmented—feral, aimless, and in
many cases, openly hostile to one another. The illusion of a singular alien invasion force 
collapsed. Most notably, the species later identified by ex-Black Mesa researchers as 
“Vortigaunts” broke away entirely from the others. Once enslaved, the Vortigaunts vanished into 
hiding, shedding their bindings and fleeing deep into the Earth’s untamed wilderness.

There, far from human cities, unarmed civilians and survivalists began reporting sightings: tall, 
green-skinned aliens gathering near rivers, constructing crude shelters with salvaged human 
materials, cooking near campfires. Makeshift Vortigaunt camps began appearing in caves, 
abandoned mines, and ruined industrial zones—anywhere remote enough to avoid attention. 
Despite their pacifism and clear disinterest in conflict, humans continued to hunt them down, 
driven by fear, trauma, and a deep-seated distrust of anything alien. Public prejudice was
rampant. Media networks warned of hidden threats; paramilitary groups raided suspected alien
enclaves; local governments quietly authorized “shoot-on-sight” policies in some areas.

All the while, the world continued to burn.
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Portal Storms became more frequent and less predictable. In some cases, rifts opened within
city centers, tearing through homes and buildings, unleashing alien fauna into crowded urban 
districts. Civilian casualties spiked. Governments issued states of emergency. In the absence of 
coordinated global action, local police forces were militarized overnight. In countries across
the world, SWAT units became the norm. Standard-issue pistols were replaced by automatic rifles.
Armored vehicles rolled through downtown streets. Curfews were enacted. Martial law was
declared in over a dozen nations within the first two years.

The rising chaos was a fertile ground for extremist ideologies. Terrorist organizations and
anarchist gangs flourished, leveraging the public’s panic to justify their own warped agendas. 
Conspiracy theorists insisted the alien threat was a hoax—fabricated by governments to enforce 
global control. Others leaned into apocalyptic beliefs, claiming the events were divine punishment 
or evidence of impending biblical judgment. Cults emerged, some worshiping the alien invaders as 
gods. Others sought to accelerate societal collapse through coordinated attacks on relief 
centers, government facilities, and scientific institutions.

Amidst the madness, a grim truth became evident: Earth was not merely suffering from an
invasion—it was becoming a fractured battleground, its people divided not only by species,
but by fear, ideology, and desperation.

And all the while, above the chaos, something was watching.

Despite the global reach of the crisis, not all nations suffered equally. The sudden emergence 
of interdimensional rifts created an asymmetrical disaster, with some regions facing total 
collapse while others remained relatively intact—at least, for a time. North America, due to its 
proximity to Black Mesa, endured the earliest and most concentrated dimensional ruptures. Entire 
stretches of the American Midwest became uninhabitable, swallowed by storms and reshaped by 
alien life. The Southwest Corridor, once arid desert, was overtaken by lush but hostile flora that 
defied earthly classification—fungal forests, bioluminescent marshes, and razor-vine thickets. 
Locals began calling it the Red Verge due to the eerie crimson hue the atmosphere took on during 
heavy storm activity.

In Eastern Europe, the alien influx led to scattered but deeply entrenched "zones of corruption." A 
particularly violent storm cluster formed over the Carpathian Basin, creating the first officially 
recognized XMZ – Xenian Malignancy Zone. NATO forces attempted to secure the area, but 
ground conditions deteriorated rapidly. The XMZ became a biological no-man’s land, where
Vortigaunts, Headcrabs, and stranger things roamed freely. Communications broke down, and
satellite scans showed tectonic warping and anomalous weather patterns—a dead zone where the
natural laws of Earth had begun to break.

Asia fared no better. Regions of Central China and rural Mongolia saw rift zones burst open in 
uninhabited wilderness, allowing bizarre alien megafauna to flourish undisturbed. There were 
unconfirmed reports of “colorful islands” hovering over the Gobi Desert, and groups of 
subterranean creatures known as "Antlions" built colonies tunneling under now-abandoned coal 
towns. The Chinese military sealed off entire provinces. Border conflicts erupted as refugees fled 
south into Vietnam, Korea, and Russia. Meanwhile, Southeast Asia's jungles became infested with 



fast-growing, spore-heavy vegetation that converted entire river systems into fungal ecosystems. 
Locals began referring to these warped zones as “Green Death Valleys.”

In Africa, particularly along the Congo Basin, alien growth accelerated beyond any known region. 
Portal Storms were rarer, but more intense. When they appeared, they left behind Xen Spore
Towers—massive, semi-organic towers that embedded themselves into the soil like roots, 
spreading tendrils for kilometers. These towers began altering the local biosphere, replacing native 
plant life with alien ecosystems in mere months. The UN and African Union declared these 
regions as Category-Red Terraform Incursions, marking the first signs that Earth’s environment
itself was beginning to lose the fight.

Europe fractured under pressure. The European Union failed to maintain unity after the first XMZ 
formed in Hungary. Member states began closing borders, hoarding supplies, and redirecting 
military forces inward. France and Germany formed bilateral security pacts to secure their urban 
centers, while Italy and the Balkans descended into prolonged civil unrest fueled by economic 
collapse and alien panic. The EU Parliament was eventually evacuated to Oslo, where it remained 
under emergency lockdown, reduced to a skeleton advisory body. NATO attempted to enforce joint 
operations, but growing political instability, alien storm unpredictability, and civilian resistance 
fragmented its command structure. By Year Two of the Crisis, NATO ceased to exist as a
functioning coalition, replaced by regional defense blocs acting independently.

South America and Oceania, while distant from early rift zones, were not spared. Brazil’s
rainforest mutated under the influence of spontaneous micro-rifts, becoming home to unseen 
creatures and whispering air currents that defied physics. Meanwhile, Australia’s Outback was 
rocked by seismic anomalies and scattered alien migration trails—deep gouges in the landscape 
left by titanic synth-like organisms roaming inland with unknown purpose. The continent’s isolation 
provided temporary security, but xenofauna began appearing in cities like Perth and Darwin,
possibly via ocean-borne spores.

To monitor and catalog these alien hotspots, a coalition of remaining scientific and military 
institutions created the Global Rift Monitoring Network. Using modified satellites and deep-
sensor drones, they charted major interdimensional regions and designated them with threat-level
classifications. Among the most infamous:

XMZ-1 “Red Verge” (USA – Midwest): A once-dry region now overgrown with volatile 
alien flora. Birthplace of semi-intelligent “Stalkers”—plant-based predators that 
camouflage among local growth.
XMZ-4 “Iron Hollow” (Carpathian Basin): A psychic echo-zone where electronic 
equipment fails and living organisms report hearing distant voices. Site of at least five 
NATO task force disappearances.
XMZ-6 “Spire Wastes” (Congo): Dominated by towering Xen Spore Towers, surrounded 
by warped ecosystems and aggressive terrain-changers. Entry forbidden by all African 
Union mandates.
XMZ-7 “Skywell Belt” (Gobi Desert): The only known terrestrial location of floating 
organic leviathans. Entire towns beneath their flight paths vanished under unexplained 
circumstances.



As the Earth’s surface shifted from known geography into the unrecognizable, humanity’s shared
identity began to fracture. The social contract, already under strain from economic panic and
militarization, began to dissolve. Governments turned inward. Populations became isolated.
Survival—not cooperation—became the new currency.

And still, through it all, the storms never stopped.

By the third year of the Crisis, amid the rising tide of alien wild zones and collapsing state 
infrastructure, a new type of sighting began to circulate. At first, they were dismissed as 
misclassified Xenian offshoots—unidentified bipedal figures clad in smooth armor, operating in 
silence and moving with mechanical precision. These figures were reported near active rift zones, 
abandoned cities, and key communication hubs. Witnesses gave conflicting descriptions: some said 
the figures had no faces, others swore they emitted soft, high-pitched radio clicks. Initial analysis 
suggested a non-Xenian origin, but in the absence of solid intelligence, most military and
scientific institutions filed them under “Category-G: Unidentified Riftborne Entities.”

In a declassified NATO field report, a French Forward Observation Team stationed outside
the remnants of Strasbourg described a “tower-shaped construct” appearing suddenly at the 
heart of a storm before vanishing minutes later, leaving behind a scorched crater and signs of 
intense radiation. No known Xenian activity had ever produced anything similar. Days later, the 
same team reported the loss of their recon drone to an “invisible signal surge,” followed by the 
disappearance of three soldiers during a patrol—none of their tracking gear activated, and their 
vitals ceased transmission mid-sentence. Locals began referring to the craze of 1900s UFO 
sightings, believing the aliens to now be showing themselves in this time of crisis.

Unknown to Earth at the time, these were not Xenian anomalies at all—but the first scouting
operations of the Combine. Synthetic reconnaissance units, shielded from conventional 
detection, had begun charting Earth’s geography, atmospheric composition, and strategic weak 
points. These vanguard entities—probing, watching, never engaging—moved with purpose and 
coordination. In a post-war file recovered by resistance archivists, one transmission fragment 
labeled the operations as “Spherical Sector 314: Phase One Dissection”

At the time, however, no one suspected Earth was being measured—not merely for occupation, but 
for assimilation.
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